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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 16, 2008
HITN TV and HACU Host Powerful Discussion on “Hispanic Higher Education” and 2008 Presidential Platforms at HACU Annual Conference
McCain and Obama education platforms and HACU seven-point solutions presented to 400 Latino college and university students and other academic community members.
Denver, CO – In the midst of the current crisis in the American economy, the Hispanic Information and Telecommunications Network (HITN) has partnered with the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) on a Town Hall meeting calling attention to an impending crisis that soon will impact the nation’s ability to compete in a global economy – the academic achievement of Latinos.

“Obviously, in these difficult times of further financial constraints on families across the country, the challenges to Hispanic students are only increasing,” HACU President and CEO Antonio Flores told attendees and HITN TV viewers.  “Therefore, we have to step up to the plate and make sure our government and society invests what is necessary to open the doors of opportunity for our youth.”
The forum, “Hispanic Higher Education,” was aired live to 33 million viewers nationwide from HACU’s 22nd Annual Conference themed, “Championing Hispanic Higher Education Success: Strengthening the Nation's Prosperity and Opportunity.”  The HACU conference annually attracts more than 1,400 distinguished academic, corporate, federal, public policy and community leaders, along with top corporate and federal employers.  Monday’s live telecast will re-air on Sunday, October 19 at 12:30 p.m. EST and can be viewed online at http://www.hitn.tv/destinationcasablanca/thm_hhe_a.html. 
"Latino youth are tomorrow’s corporate executives, high-tech engineers, and presidential candidates," said José Luis Rodríguez, President, CEO and Founder of HITN TV.  "We are excited about the opportunity to partner with HACU to bring the issue of Latinos in higher education to the forefront of the discourse between the American public and the presidential candidates.  As the nation’s only public service television network dedicated to Latino programming, we are committed to providing Latinos with the right tools and programming in their language, and through content that resonates with their culture and their interests."

“Hispanic Higher Education” is a frequent topic of discussion on HITN’s new television series, Destination Casa Blanca 2008:  The Latino Voice in the Presidential Election.  The English-language program marks the first time in history that a nation-wide television show is dedicated solely to issues affecting the Hispanic community.  The news magazine show is also available on the Elections ’08 Video On Demand Channel reaching a total of 29 million cable homes nationwide.  
"HITN has always had a strong commitment to educating and empowering our audience,” added Mr. Rodríguez.  “This forum is one of several unique initiatives to engage Latino youth and Hispanic-serving colleges and universities in some of the most critical issues of today."

The special presentation of Destination Casa Blanca 2008, “Hispanic Higher Education” was hosted by noted journalist and Latin American researcher, Dr. Marcia Rivera, who is the Executive director of ILEADES (the Latin American Institute of Education for Economic Development).  Panelists participating in the forum included: Dr. Antonio Flores, HACU President & CEO; Dr. Milton Gordon, President, California State University, Fullerton (CA) and newly-elected chair of the HACU Governing Board; Arturo Jimenez, Denver Public Schools Board member and representative of the Obama-Biden campaign; and Michael L. Barrera, President and CEO of the National Hispanic Business Information Clearinghouse and former President of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, representing the national Hispanic Advisory Board for the Republican National Committee.  
Additional information about HITN TV and Destination Casa Blanca 2008:  The Latino Voice in the Presidential Election can be found at www.HITN.tv.   
About HACU 

The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) was established in 1986 with a founding membership of 18 institutions. Today, HACU represents approximately 450 colleges and universities committed to Hispanic higher education success in the U.S., Puerto Rico, Latin America, Spain and Portugal. HACU is the only national association that represents Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs). Recently, HACU was named one of the nation’s top Hispanic non-profits by Hispanic Business magazine (May 2008). HACU is committed to assuring higher education access and success for Hispanic students.  For more information, please visit www.hacu.net.  
About HITN
The Hispanic Information and Telecommunications Network, Inc. (HITN) was established in 1983 as a private non-profit organization to create a network of non-commercial telecommunications facilities to advance the educational, social, cultural, and economic aspirations of Hispanics. Today HITN-TV remains the first and only media conduit offering educational, enriching and empowering content to our nation’s fastest growing ethnic group. HITN is available on Dish Network; DirecTV; Time Warner Cable (NY, NJ, and TX); Comcast (IL, CO); Charter (CA, NV, WA, GA); AT&T U-verse and Verizon FiOs nationwide. For more information please visit www.hitn.org. 
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Fore more information, press only:

Noemi Perez, Desert Runner LLC for HITN TV, (703) 270-9254,

noemi@desertrunner-llc.com 

Note to editors: If you are interested in viewing additional information about HITN TV, please visit the HITN Web page at http://www.hitn.org/index_en.php.  Web links, telephone numbers and titles were correct at time of release, but may since have changed. 
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